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COMFTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20543

. 331‘5
B--178510 June 6, 1973

Hry Ry J. Bchullery t
Authorlzed Certifying Officer
Federal, Avlation Aduinistration
PDepartient of Trangportation

Dear Mr, Schullery:

“his refers to your leotter of March 27, 1973, raquesting our opinion
as to yvhether a voucher presented by Mr, Terry D, Gvefc, an employec ofr .
your agency, was properly certified toy payaent:, The vou:nerénluim‘d* Yoo
vejuburgement for expenses incunrdil Lncident to performance of tenporary
dutg)at Lecsburyg, Virginia, during the period Daecember )-3), 1972, The
exptnsen iu question are atated on the voucher a3 followa!

LODGING

Hotor ione Renhnl, Grefe and Wlllfamson Inc,
Main Streat, Fairfax, Virpginia

31 days at 12,25/day., Per Diem claimed

31 days &t $25/day

Your lettor stetes thatt

Mr, Gzefa wag paid per diem at the rate of §25.00 for the
nonth of Decenhar 1972 (less one day anmuil leave) while on
official business avay From his headquartyxs in New York,

The xatn of per diem paid wao computed oo the basis of
lodging costs plus $12,00 rounded off to the nearest dollar,
This rethed of fixing per dicm complies with tho provisions
of Section 6,3c, Office of Maonagecment and Budget Cirveulax A-7,

A raview of the paid claim revi:ale that tho'lodging costs
incurred by lr, Grefe was the rontal charge fox & motorized
mobilo homa which ha rented from a firm wlich included his
fathor as one of the members of the fim. %Tha question arises
a8 to vhother it ie permisnibla under the provisiony of "
Bection 6.3c OB Circular A-7 to troant wental chavges for a
motorized mobile home in thelr entixnty as lodsing costs.

Xt would seen roasornable that a part of tha rdntal cherge

of §12.25 por day charged lir. Grefe for thn mn\orircd homa,
innludad chargono for the rental of the rotoricyd portion of
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the vehicle, We are uncertain as to whether the rental charge
should be reduced to xrpfloet the trua cost of lodglug end, .
1f 8o, on vhat basis should the reduction be nade?

Subsection 6,6b of Office of Hanajomrnt and Budpet {qun) Circular
No, A-7, Standardired Government Travel Rupulavione (SGTR) provides as
follows!

b, Ugte of travel tratler or coaping vehdcle, Por dien
nay he allownd when the travelar uses o travel trailer oy
conping vehicle while on tenporary sssiznneft away from his
officlal station,

Your letter advises that implementing regulationn of tha Federal
Aviantion Administration (FAA) provide that:

& % % yhen a noblle direlling 41s used as a temporary vesidonca
during the Period of TDY, the expenses to be used in detor-
nining the 'const of lodpinp! shall be those expenses incurred
for: vental of tho dvelling and/or the space occupied by the
duelling; utilities such as electricity, wator, scwage and
fuel, In pituations uwhere the mohile dwelling is leased or
rented, the lodging cost ghall be limited to the rent paid
for tha duwelling, the space it occupies and utilities, 1f
pald separante from the rent, on a pro vata basis for the
poriod of TDY, The expenses referred to must bo ftemived on
the travul voucher,

As you have pointed out the YAA regulations do not differentiate
botween moblla dwellings capabla of being towed or celf-propelled,

In 50 Comp. Gon. 647 (1971) wa held that & "tvuclk-campor, while not
a trailer, 1o a temporary living unit and #s such nay ba viewed a» within
the repulationy for purposes of per diem allowances.," A tiotor home such
as hera involved 1s likewise a tanporary living unit,

Xt {8 our viow that rent for the usa of a motor homa i8 & proper
olenent of lodging costs the vame an rent for a wobile home, trailexr, or
truck-campor. An allocation of rental costs on a functional biasio is not
raquired,

As to the partfculer focts im the instant cose, and in view of tha -
intearest of tho fathor of the claimant fn the firm from which the metoxr himue
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vas rented, 1t (s sugnested that the employee Lo requested to submit a
statenent of the cireuvastancea of rewtal to support the di.pursement
and alao include with ench statenent information in roravrd to rental
of epace, enst of utrilitics, ete,, during the period of tenporary duty,
See section 3,2d oY HQGTH,

In general, with respect to the applicatfon of subsection 6,3c to
reinbursenens for une of modile dvellings oimaed by employecro we have
guggesked that an apency oy ake a deterpination that the "Jodpings-plus"
formula 18 nout appreoprivte and f£ir epecific per dlen rates for cmployees
using thodr oy pquipment, bLne ouv letter E-175322, April 28, 1972, copy
enclosad, In thia connection we note the Departnent of Defense has nade
such a detarwination, Sen ¢ 810)-2%;, Joint Travel Regulations, Voluus 2,

Hincerely youxs,

PAUL G. SEMBLIAG

a?QP'thO Comptroller Genoral
of the United Btates





